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“A DREAM YOU DREAM 
ALONE IS ONLY A DREAM. 

A DREAM YOU DREAM 
TOGETHER IS REALITY.”

~ John Lennon 



WHAT IS PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION 
AND 
ENGAGEMENT?

FEDERAL DEFINITION
It is a process that 

proactively seeks full 
representation from 

communities, 
considers public 

comments and 
feedback, and 

incorporates that 
feedback into a 

project, program, or 
plan when possible.



Highway Safety Office RequirementWHAT IS PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION 
AND 
ENGAGEMENT?



So... Why?



HOW TO UTILIZE 
PP&E?



FIRST STEPS

ANALYZE CRASH 
DATA

ANALYZE 
DEMOGRAPHIC  

DATA

BUILD 
RELATIONSHIPS

UNDERSTAND 
WANTS AND 

NEEDS



ANALYZE DATA



2.8 M
Estimated Total 

Households

34TH
Largest State 6.9 M

Estimated Population 
per Census 

8
States Border: Georgia, 
Alabama, Arkansas, 
Mississippi, North 
Carolina, Missouri, 
Kentucky, Virginia

59.9%
Employment Rate

TENNESSEE DATA

9.3%
Without Healthcare

31.1%
Bachelor’s Degree or 
Higher



TENNESSEE DATA



FATAL AND SERIOUS INJURY CRASHES IN 
TENNESSEE - 2023

https://www.tn.gov/safety/stats/dashboards/fatalseriousinjurycrashes.html



FATAL AND SERIOUS INJURY CRASHES IN 
TENNESSEE - 2024 (JAN-MAR)

https://www.tn.gov/safety/stats/dashboards/fatalseriousinjurycrashes.html



FATAL AND SERIOUS INJURY CRASHES IN 
TENNESSEE - 2023

https://www.tn.gov/safety/stats/dashboards/fatalseriousinjurycrashes.html



FATAL AND SERIOUS INJURY CRASHES WITH SVI 
FACTOR AT .5 OR OVER - 2023

https://tdot.aashtowaresafety.com/crash-query#/metrics



FATAL AND SERIOUS INJURY CRASHES WITH SVI 
FACTOR AT .5 OR OVER - 2024 (JAN-MAR)

https://tdot.aashtowaresafety.com/crash-query#/metrics



RESOURCES



BUILD 
RELATIONSHIPS



ENGAGING WITH 
COMMUNITIES ALLOWS 
US TO:
• Understand concerns
• Explore alternative 

solutions
• Identify potential new 

opportunities
• Create a vision for the 

future together



• Persons aged 14 to 20 were involved in fatal and serious injury 
crashes at a rate of 4.818 per 1,000 licensed drivers

• Persons aged 21 and older were involved in fatal and serious 
injury crashes at a rate of 1.721 per 1,000 licensed drivers



ENGAGEMENT
“RULE THE ROAD“



Q
What do you think is the 
most dangerous driving 

behavior that young adults 
take part in?

Are you on social media? If 
so, what platforms?

Q Q

What do you think is the 
most effective way to reach 

young adults?

Have you seen our 
messaging either on social 

media or at school 
functions?

Q



• More hands-on events to show the dangers of the behaviors and 
what the consequences could be.

• Working with cell phone companies on blocking distractions.
• Peer-to-peer messaging and ensuring that everyone is holding 

each other accountable to “do the right thing.”
• More significant penalties for when dangerous behaviors occur.
• School events such as mock crashes to simulate the 

consequences of dangerous behaviors. 
• Utilizing influential role models to expand upon the importance 

of safe driving and even potential consequences that they have 
had happen. 

• More hands-on driver education in a classroom setting in the 
school system.

FEEDBACK



On-Going Survey Information 



THANK YOU
Have any questions?

(615)578.7568
shandi.smith@tn.gov

www.tntrafficsafety.org


